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N 1764, the now Jeclaſed Thomas Ogilvie of Eaſtmiln, a 


| gentleman rather advanced in years, of a tender conſtitu- 
tion, and poſſeſſed of a very ſtnall fortune, made his ad- 


dreſſes to this unfortunate paune], (then ſcarce nineteen 
years of age), in propoſals of marfiage : which, contrary to 
the opinion of her friends, by reaſon of the. ſmallneſs of his 
fortune, ſhe accepted of from principles of pure love and affec- 
tion: and the marriage being accordingly celebrated in the be- 
ginning of January laſt 1765, was diſſolved, by Mr Ogilvie's 
death, upon the 6th of June laſt when the ie ſhe 
had conceived for her huſband can ſcarce be ſuppoſed to have 
had time to cool or ſubſide. 55 Ws 
Notwithſtanding of which, it is bes now very ſingular miſ- 
fortune to be indicted and accuſedꝭ at the inſtance of his Ma- 
jeſty's advocate, upon the information of Alexander Ogilvie, 
her huſband's youngeſt brother, as. guilty of two of the moſt 
enormous crimes known in the lay: 1½, The crime of in- 
ceſt, which ſhe is charged to ” + nd with Lieutenant 
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Patrick - Ogilvie, her huſband's immediate younger brother; 
 2dly, The crime of murder, committed upon the perſon of 
her ſaid huſband; by poiſon adminiſtered to him. 
Her parentage, education, age, ſex, character, and beha- 
viour, in that ſtage of life previous to her marriage, when fe- 
male paſſions are moſt powerful and predominant, which ſhe 
flatters herſelf will be atteſted by perſons of the greateſt ho- 
nour and probity, render it highly incredible, that any perſon, 
not hardened and inured to every ſpecies of wickedneſs, 
loſt and abandoned to every principle of virtue, ſhould at once 
plunge into crimes of ſo deep a dye. | 

Conſcious of her innocence, ſhe wiſhes for nothing n more ar- 
dently than a fair and impartial trial, as the only means of 
reparation that can be made to her injured character, ſo much 
traduced; and which, in the event, ſhe is hopeful, will appear 
to be the reſult of the moſt inveterate rancour, hatred, and 
deadly malice, conceived againſt her by one of her own ſex, 
a perſon of moſt flagitious life, and abandoned character ; 
and who, ſhe is now told, is the principal evidence meant to 
be uſed againſt her. 

Since her impriſonment, no endeavours have been ſpared 
to impreſs the public with ſentiments of her guilt, by publi- 
cation of many falſe, malicious, and wicked reports, indu- 
ſtriouſly propagated to the prejudice of her general character. 

But ſhe rejoices in the appeal ſhe will ſoon be able to make 
to the world, to her judges and jury, to vindicate her from 
the charge of thoſe horrid crimes with which ſhe ſtands now 
arraigned. At the ſame time, as ſhe cannot know what falſe 
evidence may be produced againſt her, ſelf-preſervation re- 
quires, that ſhe ſhould not paſs over any material objection to 
the form of this indictment. 

And, in that view, ſhe objects to that article of the indict- 
ment which charges the crime of inceſt, ſaid to have been com- 
mitted in one or other of the rooms of the houſe of Eaftmiln, and 
out-houſes adjacent thereto, at different times, in January, Febru- 
ary, March, A, May, and 18 all laſi paſt, and before the 
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12th day of that laſt month; that is, in other words, from the 
day of her marriage till the fixth day after her huſband's death. 

She takes no exception to the generality of the places char- 
ged where this crime {ſhould have been committed, wiz. © in 
« one or other of the rooms of the houſe of Eaſtmiln, and out- 
* houſes adjacent thereto ;” though ſhe is adviſed, that after ſo 
full a precognition as ſhe is told has been taken, by examina- 
tion upon oath of every perſon that could be 1 uppoſed to have 
the leaſt knowledge in theſe matters, at which none were al- 
lowed to be preſent upon her part, the places where this ſuppo- 
ſed crime is ſaid to have been ſo frequently repeated ſhould have 
been ſpecially condeſcended upon, and deſcribed. But ſhe is ad- 
viſed, and humbly ſubmits it to the conſideration of her honour- 
able judges, and the impartial world, that a moſt unbecoming 
and improper latitude has been taken, in charging the time 
of the commiſſion of this ſuppoſed offence, comprehending the 
whole ſpace, every hour, day, week, and month, from the 
period of her marriage, to her huſband's death, and even 
while he was lying a corpſe, before his interment on the 12th 
of June 

The diſadvantages to which ſhe. muſt neceſſarily be expoſed, 
in making her defences againſt fo general a charge, are too ob- 
vious to need illuſtration; and therefore {he does humbly inſiſt, 
that this branch of the indictment cannot be ſuſtained, or ad- 
mitted to proof. 

But if, contrary to expectation, the ſame ſhall be ſuſtained, 
ſhe propoſes, by undeniable evidence, to traverſe and redargue 
every material circumſtance charged in the indictment, as well 
with regard to this as the other crime with which ſhe is accu- 
ſed ; and, without departing from any other defences which may 
occur to ber counſel, the great lines of thoſe facts which ſhe 
propoſes to prove will be theſe following. 

1/7, That ſhe accepted of Mr Ogilvie for her huſband, con- 
trary to the opinion of her friends, out of pure love and affec- 

tion: 


T4] 
tion: That Mr Opilvie, before his marriage, was, and conti- 
nued thereafter, ſo long as he lived, to be of a tender conſtitu- 
tion: That he had repeated and vivlent attacks of internal diſorders, 
colic- -pains, convulſions in his bowels, &c. in ſo much that he 
was not only looked upon to be in a dangerous way, but having 
had ſome violent attacks recently before his actual death, gave 
himſelf up for loſt ; and both the day and the night before he ac- 
tually died, had ſuch violent returns of theſe diforders, that he 

thought bimſelf dying, and reſolved to have ſent for a phyſician 
at many miles diftance. 
2᷑4, That the pannel herſelf, ſoon his her marriage, did like- 
wiſe fall into a bad ſtate of health, coſtive in her body, and reſt- 
leſs in the night, which obliged her frequently to take ſmall doſes 
of ſalts and laudanum. 

34, That Lieutenant Patrick Ogilvie, her huſband's young- 
er brother, the ſuppoſed aſſociate in the crimes charged, having 
returned from the Eaſt Indies, broken and ſhattered in his con- 
ſtitution, much about the time of the pannel's marriage, came to 
pay his firſt viſit to his brother, and for ſome time had his prin- 
cipal reſidence in his brother's houſe; whereby, and by means 
of his near relation, he diſtinguiſhed a becoming friendſhip and 
intimacy with the pannel, his fiſter-in-law. 

4th, That the pannel having inadvertently allowed herſelf to 
run ſhort of the ſalts and laudanum ſhe uſed to take, and ha- 
ving occaſionally mentioned this in the hearing of Lieutenant O- 
gilvie, he told her, that as theſe were medicines which he him- 
ſelf had been adviſed to uſe, he had brought home, in his cheſt, 
a ſmall quantity of laudanum, and a parcel of ſalts, of the ver 
| beſt quality; and that, if ſhe pleaſed, he would ſend her a ſmall 
hial of the laudanum, and a few doſes of the ſalts, how ſoon his 
cheſt, in which they were, ſhould arrive from Dundee. She ac- 
cepted of the offer; and did accordingly, ſome time after, receive 
from him, by the hands of Andrew Stewart, brother-in-law to 
Eaſtmiln, who came to Eaſtmiln on an oocalicinal viſit, a ſmall 
phial of laudanum, and two doles of falts ; and which are ſuppo- 


ſed 


11 
ſed to be the particulars alluded to in this indictment, as the do- 
ſes of poiſon ſaid to be ſecretly conveyed to the pannel. 
5th, That Alexander Ogilvie, the younger brother of her huſ- 
band, had, about the beginning of this year 1765, intermarried with 
a woman of the loweſt rank, the daughter of a common porter in 
Edinburgh, which gave great offence to his two brothers; and 
the pannel does not doubt, but ſhe might, upon occaſion there- 
of, have expreſſed her ſenſe and feeling of the reproach thereby 
brought upon their family. Of which the ſaid Alexander Ogil- 
vie having got intelligence, this, joined with the diſappointment 
in the expectation he had conceived of the ſucceſſion to his bro- 
ther's eſtate, he from thenceforward entertained a moſt ground- 
leſs reſentment againſt the pannel, the innocent cauſe of that 
diſappointment; and took every occaſion to publiſh the moſt 
ſcandalous falſehoods, calculated to create a miſunderſtanding 
between her and her huſband. 3 | 
675, That for ſome time before the ſaid Alexander Ogilvie's mar- 
riage, he had cohabited, in a moſt unbecoming manner, with 
Anne Clark, a couſin- german of the family: a woman of the 
moſt infamous character; and who, for a courſe of years, had 
lived as a common ſervant-maid, in one of the moſt notorious 
| ſtews or lewd houſes in Edinburgh, and other houſes of bad 
fame, till at length ſhe took up her reſidence with the ſaid A- 
lexander Ogilvie. | | 
7th, Anne Clark's relation to Mr Ogilvie's family furniſhed 
Alexander Ogilvie with a pretence of ſending her over to Eaſt- 
miln, to paſs ſome weeks there, and to endeavour, by every 
oſſible means, to bring about a reconcilement between Mr O- 
gilvie and his brother Alexander, In this view, ſhe attached 
herſelf at firſt to the pannel, thinking by her means to have 
ſome influence with Mr Ogilvie himſelf ; till at length, finding 
they were both equally averſe to have any further correſpond- 
ence, either with Alexander or his wife, ſhe fell to work in an- 
other way ; quarrelled with the pannel; made her court to Mr 
Ogilvie; and, firſt by dark inſinuations, thereafter more expli- 
8 B | eitly, 


"01 1 

citly, * to inſtill into Mr Ogilvie's mind ſuſpicions 
of the pannel's virtue, and of a criminal intimacy between his 
brother the Lieutenant and her; and that they had even gone the 
length to form a ſcheme to deprive him of his life, by poiſon or 
Otherwiſe ; and theſe her pretended ſuſpicions ſhe communica- 
ted to the good old lady Mr Ogilvie's mother: the tendency of 
all which was, to operate a miſunderſtanding and ay canes! 275 
twixt Mr Ogilvie and the pannel. 

8th, This diabolical contrivance happened unluckily, in peidt 
of time, to coincide with ſome differences that had ariſen be- 
tween Mr Ogilvie, and his brother the Lieutenant, in ſettling 
accounts about money-matters; which having at length pro- 
duced high words, and put both brothers in a paſſion, Lieute- 
nant Ogilvie declared he would ſtay no longer in a houſe where 
he had been ſo uſed; and was preparing to leave it directly, 
when Mr Ogilvie, giving way to his paſſion, gave the parting blow, 
by acquainting the Lieutenant of the information he had recei- 
ved of his familiarity with the pannel, his ſiſter-in-law ; by 
which Lieutenant Ogilvie juſtly enraged, having peremptorily 
inſiſted ' to know his author, Anne Clark came at laſt to be ſu- 
ſpected as the author and propagator of this wicked and mali- 
cious ſtory ; and what afterwards happened, too fully juſtified 
the ſuſpicion. 5 

9th, Lieutenant Ogilvie immediately left the houſe. Mr O- 
gilvie ſoon cooled, and became ſenſible of the folly of his pro- 
ceedings, and of the injury he had done, both to his wife and 
brother; as ſo abrupt a ſeparation could not fail to put them in the 
mouth of the world. He therefore wrote to his brother the 
Lieutenant, preſſing him moſt anxiouſly to return to the family: 
the pannel, as far as decency would: permit, joined in the ſame 
requeſt. 

10/þ, At this unlucky period was Mr Ogilvie ſeized with a 
return of one of thoſe violent diſorders in his bowels and ſto- 
mach. He had been almoſt dead the day before; he relapſed at 
night, complained much, thought - himſelf a dying, continued 
ill al night; finding himſelf eaſter, aroſe in the morning as u- 
{ual ; 


ſual; again turning bad, returned to bed, where he took a bowl 
of warm tea and biſcuit; after which he made another effort, 
got up, put on his cloaths, went abroad to take the air, relapſed, 
fell a vomiting, threw up a deal of bile, and expired about 
twelve that night. 1 | e 
11th, The pannel's behaviour upon that melancholy occa- 
ſion was decent and becoming, expreſſive of the real ſorrow 
and grief ſhe felt. The tale that 1s told of her having admi- 
niſtered the poiſon in a bowl of tea that morning, will be 
diſproved in the ſtrongeſt manner. She had none to admi- 
niſter; and every circumſtance, as it 1s expected to come out 
on proof, will ſhew, that ſhe had it not in her power ſo to 
have done, had ſhe intended it; and that de facto none was 
adminiſtered. 

12th, Mr Opilvie's corpſe remained uninterred until the 
11th. It was viewed by phyſicians and ſargeons of character 
and ſkill: the appearances were nothing but what 1s uſual in 
natural diſtempers proceeding from various internal cauſes. 
A diſſection of the body would eafily have ſhown whether 
there had been.poiſon in the caſe or not; and it was the duty 
of Alexander Ogilvie the informer, who had come to the 
houſe, and ſtopped interment for one day upon this very ſu- 
ſpicion, to have cauſed the body to be laid open. This was 
not done; whereby the infallible means were loſt of detecting 
the crime, if any was committed, and. this unhappy pannel 
was deprived of the only infallible means of proving her in- 
Nacence, , 

Theſe are the great lines of principal facts which the pannel 
propoſes to prove: many others to the ſame tendency, will, 
it is expected, come out in leading the proof; and, ſhe flatters 
herſelf, that theſe, with an intelligent jury, will be effectual 
to detect the falſehood of this accuſation, and to vindicate the 
character and innocence of an unfortunate young woman, 
whole preſent ſtate, ſeveral months gone with child, renders 

| a | her 
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